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[The Guardian Successors of Nagoya Castle’s Hime - Botarn Firefly]

The Characteriatics of Hime-Botaru at Nagova Castle

The lights of Hime-Botaru (a species of firefly) can be seen from
the middle of May to the beginning of June, between 11:00 p.m
and 2:00 a.m. (In other regions of Japan, they can be seen in July,
at about 7:00 p.m.) Around 3,000 Hime-Botaru can be seen each
vear, They are small in size compared to most other species of
firefliea, with the Nagoya Castle variety measuring 7-%mm. Both
males and females light wp, but the female Hime-Botara can't fly.
This stage in the life of the Hime-Botaru lasts approximately 1
week.

In Japan, there is a custom to go watch the beautiful, lickering
highis of the fireflies 1n late spring and early summer, and many
people in Nagoya gather around the moat of the Nagova Castle
around midnight for that purpose. The light of the fireflies
provides a calming effect to the viewers. It is said that people in
some countries don't gather to watch fireflies. It's interesting to
think about the cultural differences in firefly watching around the
world.

About thirty-five years ago, when trains used to run alongside the moat surrounding
Nagoya Castle, railroad employee Shigenobu Takeuchi noticed a swarm of
Hime-Botaru, a species of firefly indigenous to Japan. The firefliss were eatimated to
number over 30.000. The following wear, however, the number of fireflies had
decreased to a mere 300. Takewchi turned to experts for guidance, and despite battling
a serious illness, began conservation efforts on behalf of the Hime-Botaru.

Mr. Takeuchi passed away 10 years ago, but his eldest son, along with friends that
include an elementary achool teacher and the teacher’s pupils, have continued the task
of looking after the Hime-Botaru. The group calls iteelf “The Guardian Successors of
Nagova Castle's Hime-Botaru.”

Thanks to the efforts of this group, there is now public awareness of the presence of the
rare Hime-Botaru in the middle of the large, urhan city of MNagoya, and that they ean
be seen between May and June, The group also conducts research on the Hime-Botaru
and works with local authorities to keep the habitat clean, among other activities,

The Nagoya Castle Hime-Botaru: A World Treasure

The natural presence of the indigenous Hime-Botaru firefly in the center of a large
urhan area at the moat of a historical castle is a rarity comparable to few others in the
world.

In Japan, mosat people associate fireflies with rivers, as it is well known that the larvaes
of fireflies in Japan make rivers and streams their habitat. However, the larvae of the
Hime-Botaru species inhabit land, and flourish where there is moist earth in such
places as natural forests deep in the mountains, There 18 no water in the southern
moat of the Nagoya Castle, yet it s somehow a suitable environment for the
Hime-Botaru. We treasure the current state of the moat, a natural habitat for this
unique Japanese firefly.




